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THe ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


To-day we have little to say upon this important 
subject beyond noting the growing interest it is 
awakening in our professional Associations. We 
have already published the proceedings of two—the 
North of Ireland V.M.A. and the Yorkshire Society 
—hboth of which decided to support the proposal. 
To-day we publish the unanimous resolution of the 
V.M.A. of Ireland; and the Midland Association, 
will have discussed the matter before these lines 
are printed, while the Lancashire Society, also, will 
consider it very shortly. 

We are glad to note these discussions, for 
although the time of year is not conducive to large 
attendances at meetings, yet it is imperative that 
whatever further consideration the subject receives 
should take place at once. Not much time remains 
for the profession to make its decision. Early in 
October the Council will meet and consider the 
answers to the circular; and any member who has 
not replied before then will have lost the chance 
of recording his vote in favour of perhaps the most 
notable advance which has been projected by the 
profession since the first of our Charters was gran- 
ted in 1844. Practically, then, we have barely a 
month in which to stimulate the interest of the 
more apathetic of our number, and to answer such 
few and faint objections as have yet been heard. 
During that time it would be impossible to discuss 
the subject too frequently, or to emphasise its im- 
portance too strongly. 


Pusniic HeautH APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. Sloan, M.P., whose kindly assistance to our 
profession we referred to a few weeks ago, has again 
been hestirring himself on our behalf; and last 
week (p. 118) we printed a report of two further 
questions regarding veterinary claims which he put 
in the House. We note them to draw attention to 
One point, viz., that Mr. Birrell, in his replies to 
hoth questions, alluded to the fact that local authori- 
ties at present have full power to appoint veteri- 
nary surgeons as inspectors and advisers in connec- 
tion with the meat and milk supply. 

If we consider these answers in conjunction with 
the fact that the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis 
has now been sitting for about six years, it is not 
very difficult to see that no great increase in our 
recognition by Government may be expected until 
the Commission has issued its final report. In the 
meantime, however, it is possible to considerably 
increase the number of veterinarians in the public 
service by influencing local authorities, and many 
‘practitioners throughout the country are able to do 
good work in this connection. Many of us number 
members of public bodies among our clients, and, 
by approaching them, we may well supplement the 
efforts of our few friends in higher places. 


Tue Municipat ABATTOIR, PENANG. 


Mr. Elton Bell, Municipal Veterinary Surgeon, 
Penang, Straits Settlements, sends the photographs 
—with several others—which we reproduce this 
week. 

Like many another of our confréres, he is helping 
to demonstrate the value of the veterinarian in 
municipal life by setting himself a high standard of 
efficiency to work to, and coincidently by the care 
he is taking of the staff under his control, albeit 
they are recruited from several Eastern races, as the 
photographs show. 


PARTURIENT ECLAMPSIA IN THE COW. 
Henry Taytor, F.R.C.V.S., Haywards Heath. 


Parturient eclampsia in the cow is, I fancy, not 
often met with, at any rate there does not appear 
to be many cases recorded during recent years, and 
moreover dairymen with long experience inform me 
that to the best of their recollection they cannot 
remember any attacks. I have met with three cases 
which I venture to record. 

Case I.--The subject was a roan cow, a cross- 
bred shorthorn, about eight years old, which had 
calved about a week, and nothing had been noticed 
particularly amiss with her until the attack came on. 
The first symptoms noticed were grinding of the 
teeth, frothing at the mouth, and dribbling of saliva. 
These were followed by a curious licking of one 
fore leg and a gnawing of ove fetlock. This process 
continued for some time. When made to move she 
staggered about like a person under the influence of 
alcohol, and rubbed her nose hard on the ground 
all round her box. She was suddenly seized with 
convulsions, and during the spasms (according to 
the cowman’s version) she turned three complete 
summersaults. A preliminary to this acrobatic per- 
formance was the placing of her muzzle hard on 
the floor. During one convulsion she sprawled on 
the floor, her hind legs being extended backwards, 
and her fore ones forwards. After a time the con- 
vulsions ceased and she seemed rather better. 

The above train of symptoms were related to me 
by the cowman. When I saw the an.mal she was 
standing persistently licking one fore leg, but other- 
wise quiet. The eyes were bulging and staring, but 
the pupils, as far as I could make out in the dull 
box, were about normal. The temperature and 
pulse were not much disturbed. The animal seemed 
stupid and was rather staggery when made to 
move. 

The treatment adopted was an aperient followed 
| by small doses of bromide of potassium for two 
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days. The latter -was changed the next day to 
extract of belladonna, which was recommended for 
this disease in preference to anything else by the 
late Mr. James Clark, of Coupar-Augus.* 

The animal had no more convulsions, and except 
for the fact that she had hurt her back just behind 
the scapule during one of the attacks there was 
nothing particular to note. She has calved again 
since and there has been no recurrence. 

Case 2.—This cow had calved about eight days ; 
for five days everything seemed to be going on well 
and in a normal manner, the two following days she 
was reported a little “out of sorts,” and on the 
morning of the eighth day she suddenly fell down 
in a fit, so the attendant said. As soon as she came 
out of one fit another came on till she had had 
‘about a dozen.” 

When I saw her she was standing in a loose box 
(she had previously been tied up in her stall) with 
staring eyes and wild excited expression. When 
made to move she almost fell down, sometimes 
leaning against the sides of the box for support. 
The animal became very excited when some medi- 
cine was being administered and fell down, but after 
blundering about for a little managed to recover the 
standing posture. She was treated with largeish 
doses of potassium bromide and chloral hydrate, 
and a hypodermic injection of morphia. The next 
day she was apparently all right, and the facial ex- 
pression was normal. Hight days after the owner 
drove her towards the town for the purpose of dis- 
posing of her in the market. She was rather 
excited when being driven, and when a distance of 
two miles had been traversed she was seized with 
convulsion after convulsion. At the end she lay 
exhausted on the roadside unable to rise. During 
the attacks it was said every muscle in her body 
had become rigid. She was removed home ina 
float and placed in a quiet loose-box. 

She received more doses of bromide, and had no 
more convulsive seizures, but ever afterwards she 
held her head with the left side depressed, and had 
a very wild excited expression. She was too 
excited to turn out with the other cows and was 
kept in the box. Several months after she grad- 
ually became partially paralysed and was slaugh- 
tered. Iam sorry I had no opportunity of making 
a post-mortem examination. I suppose in her case 
the convulsive seizure had been limited to one side 
more than the other and after recovery from those 
gradual paralysis set in. . 

Case 3.—A red shorthorn cross cow which had 
calved 15 days, was observed to be looking “ funny ” 
in the park, and to be devouring the grass as if she 
were mad, although at the time her rumen appeared 
to be quite full. When brought into the stall and 
tied up she suddenly had an attack and fell into the 
manger on her back with her four legs sticking in 
the air. She had another seizure two days later, 
just after being milked, and yet another also after 
the milking process. 

In these two last attacks I am told that the 
animal simply fell down as if she had been poleaxed, 


* Journal of C 
March 1993.7 OmParative Pathology and Therapeutics, 


and then in a short time got up again and 
looked dazed. When I saw her her eyes were star- 
ing and protruding, and the pupils were contracted. 
This was the day after she had had the last attack. 
When made to walk there was nothing very notice- 
ably wrong with her gait. 
This animal received a good dose of linseed oil 
and a few doses of potassium bromide. When I 
again saw her four days after the first visit she was 
apparently all right, having had no more attacks. 


EFFECTS OF LIGHTNING. 


In addition to Mr. Connochie’s paper in last 
week’s Record, I may mention a little experience I 
had of the effects of lightning on animals some years 
ago. There was a very severe thunderstorm in the 
early autumn, from 9 to 10 p.m. when it was pitch 
dark and the lightning flashes were particularly vivid 
and almost continuous. The following morning I 
had three early calls to different farms within a 
radius of three miles where animals were reported 
to be either dead or injured. 


the field unable to get up or lift her head off the 
ground. There was no external marks, but the 
eyes were bloodshot and prominent, the head much 
swollen and a slight odour of singeing. I had a piece 
of canvass hung up to keep off the sun’s rays which 
were very strong at the time, made the animal as 
comfortable as possible and administered a stimu- 
lant, but the case appeared hopeless, and the animal 
died within an hour after I left. 

At the next farm I visited a fat cow and yearling 
heifer were found in a field standing in a dazed and 
semi-paralysed condition. The cow walked with 
little difficulty and was moved inside. She had a 
vacant look, no external marks and ate and drank 
freely. The insurauce company on my recommen- 
dation at once offered £5 for depreciation, and a few 
days after the animal was slaughtered and I under- 
stand the carcase was perfectly good. 

The heifer was in a much worse condition. The 
head was much swollen, eyes bloodshot, and star- 
ing. Her movements were so erratic that she could 
not be got out of the field, and the weather being 
fine she was allowed to remain. She seemed quite 
anxious to eat, nibbled at the grass frequently, but 
was quite unable to swallow anything solid or 
liquid. The insurance company at once offered to 
pay full value and the animal was destroyed some 
cays later. Her condition during that time re 
mained unchanged. 

At another farm a bullock was found dead beside 
a fence, he bore no external mark, the head was 
much swollen and there was no rigor mortis (prob- 
ably 12 hours after death). No post-mortem was 


made, and the insurance was paid promptly. 

I had a number of surgical cases during the next 
few days in horses with wounds, some of them 
very severe, mostly about the forelegs and breast, 
caused no doubt by coming in contact with fences, 
which in many cases were broken down and the 


animals scattered: in some cases horses were dis- 


My first visit was to a mare which was found in ° 
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covered in other fields and waste places days after 
and miles away from home, which shows the 
amount of injury which may be caused to animals in 
the dark when rushing about in a state of terror. 

I have seen a number of animals during the past 
thirty years which were found dead in fields after a 
thunderstorm. I have noticed a slight smell of 
singeing sometimes, but I do not remember seeing 
any mark of external injury. In cases when a post- 
mortem was made a black fluid condition of the 
blood, advanced decomposition of the tissues, and in 
several cases absence of rigor mortis have been the 
principal appearances presented. 

J. M. Ironsiprz, M.R.C.V.S. 

Cluny, Aberdeen. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


PARALYSIS OF THE PHARYNX AND CsopHAGus.— 
By Veterinary Surgeon E. Sonnensure, of 
Brilon. 


The literature on paralysis of the pkarynx and 
cesophagus is not very plentiful. On that account 
I am recording cases I attended last winter, al- 
though they throw no light on the causes of the 
complaint. In two cows there was lack of feeling 
about the pharynx, head poked out, slavering, 
swelling of the throat and upper portion of the 
— high temprature 42°C, no taking of food and 

rink. 

In cases of this illness in horses recorded by 
Friedberger and Fréhner (Pathology and Therapy, 
Vol. I. subject 43), and Dieckerhoff (Pathology and 
Therapy, Vol. I. subject 855), very different were 
shown. 

All those patients appeared bright. They took 
food well but could only partially swallow it. The 
greatest part of it remained balled in the mouth. 
At the same time salivation arose with advancing 
paralysis of the swallowing apparatus. Between 
the cheeks and root of the tongue were little masses 
of food. No abnormality of the isthmus faucium. 
The pharynx and cesophagus showed no changes 
externally. Temperature during the whole course 
of the illness was normal. The tongue movements 
were weak, but the consistence of the tongue 
loose. 

The animals only partly took their water and 
&@ portion of it, flowed back through the nose. 

As the paralysis advanced they stuck their heads 
deep in the water but couldn’t swallow any. In- 
testinal movements were always present. In pro- 
tracted cases peristalsis and defecation were inactive. 
Circulation and respiration were normal. 

Both my cases were slight ones. There was no 
complete paralysis. Both recovered without medi- 
cal treatment in four weeks. 

I have noticed no changes in the neck organs of 
horses in this complaint. The muscular tissue of 
pharynx and cesophagus showed no changes on 
microscopical examination. 

The last case I attended in a horse had a seven 
days duration and ended in death. The horse in 


question had suffered two days from complete 
paralysis of the pharynx and cesophagus. Water 
given as a drench was rejected by the nose. Al- 
though the horse was lively there were no swallow- 
ing movements. I injected Arecol. hydro-chlr. and 
in ten minutes noticed weak peristaltic movement 
of the csophagus. The animal on repeating the 
dose became able to take water. He swallowed 
about ten litres from a bucket held up high. After 
swallowing the water there were reverse peristaltic 
movements of the cesophagus and a great amount 
of gas was eructated. This lasted two minutes. 
This fact occurring similarly bas already been 
recorded. (Prof. Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., Royal 
Veterinary College, London—B.7.W., 1902).—Ex. 
Berliner Thiertirzt Woch. 


EXPERIMENTAL D1IAGNosIs OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


Von Pirket has recently noticed that in in- 
fantile and adult humau tuberculosis if the skin 
upon which a drop of dilute tuberculin has been 
placed is scarified, an appearance similar to a vac- 
cination mark is produced. Vallée has tested a 
large number of animals, cattle and horses, and a 
series of guinea pigs, and at the end of 24 hours 
has obtained a very marked cutaneous reaction, 
which in some tuberculous subjects developed true 
papules. It appears that the reaction obtained with 
tuberculous animals is not in proportion to the 
extent of the lesions. In fact in seven bullocks of 
only 60 days infection and affected with a slight 
intestinal tuberculosis gave a marked and lasting 
reaction, while in three bullocks of two and three 
years affection showing marked pulmonary lesions 
there was no more marked reaction. If Von Pirket’s 
results upon human subjects can be verified on 
animals this new use of tuberculin will be likely to 


be a valuable means of diagnosis.— Rev. Scient. 
F. E. P. 


— 


MEAT INSPECTION.* 
By Jas. A. Drxon, M.R.C.V.S. 
Public Health Department, Leeds. 


Perhaps one of the most astonishing observations to 
the careful student of the English people of the present 
day will be the extraordinary indifference which they 
display in the matter of the quality and conditions of 
their food ; and this, notwithstanding the frequently 
repeated statement that at the present day more meat is 
eaten by all classes of people than ever was eaten before. 
Although some enlightened communities do take steps 
to ensure the inspection of their food supplies, others 
still appear to hold the view that anyone is capable of 
inspecting food, whilst yet a third class do not seem to 
think about the subject at all. 

At the present day with popular education, cheap 
newspapers, and many Royal Commissions and other 
— is it not strange that the people at large are 
still in such an unenlightened state of mind as to the 
dangers of unsound meat? And one has only to think of 


*At the Public Health Congress, Douglas, I.M., on 


Wednesday, July 3rd. 
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such conditions as tuberculosis, anthrax, and measly pork 
to realise that dangers exist in consequence of the direct 
connection existing between the diseases of an and the 
diseases of the food aniinals. ; 

The recent scandal created by the revelations of filth 
and improper practices in the Chicago slaughter-houses 
did certainly cause England to think about food inspec- 

tion, but it proved to be little more than a scare, and 
as we all know there has been little practical result from 
all the excitement. ; ' 

After such considerations one can only think that if 
the Royal Institute of Public Health and other such 
bodies can only stimulate the public to take an intelli- 

ent interest in the soundness of their food they will 
aed more than justified their existence. 

The present gathering of Local Government enthus- 
iasts and officials, medical men and veterinary surgeons 
seems to me to be too good an opportunity to be misused 
by an orthodox essay on meat inspection ; instead I think 
it would be better employed in a discussion on a few 
items of interest to us all, and particularly as I have 
nothing new to say and everything to learn. 

One of the first questions which occurs to the mind of 
anyone giving attention to meat inspection is “ What 
should the meat inspector know? and I think it will 
be admitted that the most essential part in the equip- 
ment of the inspector is his ability to recognise the 
effects of disease in the animal body, and then to satisfy 
himself as to the true nature and cause of the condition. 
In other words he must have received both a theoreti- 
cal and practical training in veterinary pathology and 
bacteriology. In addition to this he mnst know the 
healthy appearance of the flesh, fat, and organs of the 
food animals, and be able to look further than the sur- 
face for signs of disease, that is to say he must know 
the situations of the lymphatic glands of the food 
animals and be able to find them at will, which, it will 
easily be seen, necessitates a practical training in veteri- 
nary anatomy. 

It is for these reasons that the up-to-date veterinary 
surgeon is generally regarded as the expert on meat in- 
spection, and I am inclined to think he is rightly so re- 
garded, but even the veterinary surgeon requires some 
subsequent training and practice. 

The system of meat inspection must of course depend 
almost entirely upon local conditions, but there can be 
little doubt that the only reliable system of inspection 
is that carried on in the public abattoir, and under the 
—— of the properly trained inspectors ; in fact I 
will go further and say that let the inspectors do what 
they will they can never feel thoroughly satisfied with 
the result of their work if there are only a few private 
slaughter houses in operation. Granted a public 
abattoir it will also be found that a more thorough 
system of inspection can be carried out if the establish- 
ment is controlled by the Chief Inspector, and in addi- 
pee of will be maintained, 
and where is cleanliness more desirable than i - 
tion with food ? — 
_ Athorough system of inspection must include exam- 
ination of the animals before slaughtering, as then un- 
natural conditions can be frequently observed which 
will cause closer investigation on post-mortem inspec- 
tion. Such an examination weal also assist in the 
eradication of the contagious diseases of animals and in 
many cases prevent the transmission of dangerous 
disease to the men engaged in preparing the animals 
for food and in the disposal of their offal. It is neces- 
sary in all public abattoirs to regulate the hours during 
which slaughtering shall take place, and whilst plenty of 
time must be given every day for the work to be carried 
on it is necessary for an inspector to be present during 
the whole of the time, which necessitates the employ- 
ment of assistant inspectors. Although it would be 
advantageous for the assistant inspectors to be veteri- 


nary surgeons it is not absolutely essential, but they 
must be men of quick observation and able to imme- 
diately recognise any deviation from the natural condi- 
tion and then to arrange for the inspection of the carcase 
in question by the Chief Inspector. 

It will easily be seen that these arrangements require 
a public abattoir designed with one large slaughtering 
hall, and it must be provided with a special place in 
which to put carcases which are awaiting final inspec- 
tion. 

It is the duty of the assistant inspectors to see that 
every carcase so dealt with is accompanied by all its 
organs, and that every part can be easily recognised and 
identified. The public abattoir should also be provided 
with a place fitted up for the cutting of sections and 
bacteriological examinations, because every day the 
veterinary meat inspector encounters something in the 
course of his duty which it would te both useful and 
interesting to further investigate. 

Much more can be said about the management of the 
public abattoir as to the licensing of slaughtering men, 
cleanliness, etc., but it is scarcely meat inspection 


e next to consider is a system of inspection for pri- 
vate slaughter houses, and I regret to say that I can 
think of no system satisfactory either to the public or 
the inspector, for in many of them work is carried on at 
any hour, and almost anyone is allowed to slaughter who 
cares to pay the charge, whilst I know of no means of 
obtaining reliable returns of the number of animals 
slaughtered or to whom they belonged. 

An error frequently committed by Local Authorities 
is to enter into an arrangement with slaughter house 
occupiers for the inspector to visit the place on request 
and advise the butcher as to the disposal of the carcasgs. 
It seems to me that by this arrangement the inspector 
is actually assisting the “screw” butcher in his nefar- 
ious business, and I bave noticed that when this custom 
is observed the “screw” butcher is very careless in the 
class of animals he buys, being as he is practically 
immune from the risk of punishment, except the slight 
monetary loss sustained by the surrender of the carcase 
and organs of a “screw” beast. 

If I was asked for a suggestion for dealing with so- 
called private slaughter houses I should say “abolish 
them,” because I feel convinced that there will never be 
a thoroughly reliable protection to the public from un- 
sound meat until all food animals are killed and dressed 
in public abattoirs under proper supervision. 

At the same time it is necessary to devise a practica- 
ble scheme of meat inspection when confronted by a 
number of private slaughter houses, and as a first pro- 
ceeding the licensing of them is necessary. 

As the law at present stands some are registered 

whilst others are licensed, but all should be put on the 
same level and licensed for one year. When I say all I 
do not mean that every building suggested for a slaugh- 
ter house shou'd be licensed, but that such buildings as 
are suitably situated and properly constructed and 
equipped should be so licensed. 
_ An important condition to be attached to the license 
is that none but the licensee is allowed to so use the 
premises except by permission of the Local Authority, 
who should endorse the license to that effect. 

It is only by such means that the inspector can know 
who is slaughtering at certain places, and where a 
certain man is slaughtering, two important things for 
him to know. It should also be made compulsory for 
the licensee to give notice to the inspector of his inten- 
to slaughter, and only to slaughter according to such 
notice. 

It must be remembered, however, that it is not only 
animals slaughtered in slaughter houses which are us 
for food, for 7 animals are slaughtered and dress 
at farms, and I should think it is these animals which 
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provide the material for most of the unsound meat 
prosecutions. 

Much good would be done if it were made compul- 
sory for the farmer to give notice to the Local Authority 
of all emergency slaughterings carried out on his pre- 
mises, and also of all deaths which occur amongst his 
stock, as it is no uncommon thing for the carcases of 
animals which have suffered from anthrax and other 
diseases to be sent to a meat salesman in the nearest 
large town. 

Not only that, but as all meat inspectors know there 
is aclass of man in every district who seems to acquire 
all these questionable carcases and many are the schemes 
devised for the smuggling of them into towns and their 
disposal. 

Perhaps the best system to adopt with these country 
dressed carcases, as they are called, is to examine thein 
at one central place only, and to demand that every car- 
case shall be accompanied by all its own offal. The in- 
spector must take nothing for granted and must accept 
his own conclusions only in dealing with such meat 
for it will be found that the carcases of animals 
suffering from injuries and many diseases will all be met 
with, and that all are expected to be “passed,” as they 
say, as fit for food. 

One thing the inspector must suspect about all these 
carcases, and that is, that the animal has received some 
kind of medicine shortly before slaughter. 

The inspection of shops is also an important part in 
the meat inspector’s duty, and at present a thoroughly 
reliable inspection of all meat shops is practically im- 
possible, and one cannot help but think that the mark- 
ing of ail sound meat is the only practicable method of 
ensuring a good inspection. This of course entails the 
adopting of the Central Clearing House System as it 
is called, and which is really the compulsory irspec- 
tion of all meat at some central place and the mark- 
ing in several places of all good quarters. 

If this were carried out the inspection of shops would 
be a simple matter as then only the inspector’s mark 
of approval need be looked for. 

There is still one class of buildings which has not re- 
ceived our attention, namely, pie and sausage factories. 
Many of us no doubt hoped for some improvement in 
the supervision of these places after the Chicago scandal, 
but we are still waiting. 

Two dangers exist in connection with these establish- 
ments, firstly, the chance of a doubtful carcase being 
rendered irrecognisable by chopping, and secondly, the 
danger of filth. 

That the first exists there can be no doubt, and in 
fact it is not uncommon for a thin beast commonly 
called a screw to be also called a “boner,” that means to 
Say it would be useful to be boned for the manufacture 
of delicacies. The second danger, of filth cannot be exag- 
gerated, for I have seen sausage factories which, for 
filth, [ should think would be a disgrace to Chicago at 
Its worst. At present these places are looked after by 
Inspectors other than meat inspectors, but I know that 
several of the meat trade will agree with me in saying 
that they should at once be placed under the charge of 
the meat inspector. 

Licensing of such places as are deemed suitable is a 
necessity and this should be followed by the enforcing 
of strict regulations as to the cleanliness of the build- 
ings and the machinery. 

It should also be made compulsory for the manufac- 
turers to keep a correct record of every purchase of meat 
and skins and also of his sales, which record should 
always be open for the inspector’s scrutiny. 

Another change desirable for more reasons than one 
would be for local authorities to take charge at any rate 
of the horse-slaughtering and knacker’s yard business. 
Knackers yards as a rule are very unsatisfactory, being 
old buildings in indifferent repair, and in consequence of 


the want of proper appliances they are generally a source 
of annoyance and discomfort to the inhabitants of the 
district. Besides these disadvantages they are always a 
source of anxiety to the meat inspector. if these estab- 
lishments were under the control of the authority it 
would ensure proper plant for the disposal of the pro- 
ducts without causing any inconvenience by bad smells 
and would render it impossible for knacker’s meat to 
get into the hands of unscrupulous persons. 

It would also prevent any collusion between the screw 
butcher and the knacker’s man, a combination which 
frequently renders the activities of the meat inspector of 
little practical value. 

On coming to consider some of the diseased conditions 
commonly encountered by the meat inepector, we are at 
once struck by the frequency with which tuberculosis is 
a cause of our immediate attention. After all that has 
been written and said about this disease one would hope 
to find some improvement, but it seems that among food 
animals the disease is as cominon as formerly and quite 
as extensive. Fortunately we have in dealing with 
tuberculous carcases something to guide us in the recom- 
mendations of the 1898 Royal Commission, and meat 
inspectors feel greatly assisted and strengthened by these 
suggestions. 

We have recently received more encouragement in the 
second interim report of the 1900 Royal Commission 
on Tuberculosis, for although the Commissioners seem 
to consider tuberculous milk as a more frequent agent of 
infection than tuberculous meat, still their remarks on 
bovine tuberculosis and the tuberculosis affecting the 
human alimentary canal are I think sufficient justifica- 
tion for the condemnation of the meat of tuberculous 
carcases, 

One of the greatest disappointments is, however, the 
difficulty of demonstrating the tubercle bacilli in the dis- 
tinctly tuberculons parts, but one can occasionally obtain 
the satisfaction of finding small bacilli indistingnishable 
morphologically from tubercle bacilli by staining with 
the Ziehl Neilson method cover-glass films prepared 
from congested lymphatic glands in a_ tuberculous 
carease. 

A period of practical meat inspection is well calculated 
to demonstrate the difficulty of diagnosing tuberculosis 
clinically. Animals coming for slaughter which appear 
extensively tuberculous are found free from that disease 
on post-mortem examination, whilst good-looking fat 
animals apparently sound in life are found after slaughter 
to be badly tuberculous ; and most meat inspectors are, 
[ think, agreed in holding the opinion that some degree 
of compensation should be allowed to some butchers 
who are unfortunate enough to pay a good price for an 
animal which proves to be useless as a food article. 

Although the farmer or cattle feeder is seldom credited 
with any knowledge of the conditions of these deceptive 
animals one is inclined to believe that he, above all 
others, is the one to know something about the animal, 
and that frequently the immediate cause of its disposal 
is some irregularity or check in the animal’s improve- 
ment. 

Another common cause for the condemnation of car- 
cases is Cidema, indicated in the carcase by general 
wetness, which is of course accompanied by flabbiness, 
The muscles are paler in colour se watery, and the fat 
of these carcases is generally yellow in colour. The 
animals which provide these carcases are generally 
emaciated, and the meat inspector must be careful not 
to diagnose this condition as tuberculosis in life, a mis- 
take which I have known to be committed on more than 
one occasion. Acomimon cause of this emaciation is 
parasitic diarrhoea, and in such cases one feels justified 
in cansing the destruction of the intestines even if the 
c-rease sets, and I am inclined to believe that if closer 
attention were paid to the intestinal mucous mem- 
branes parasites would be found to be far more common 
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in this situation in cattle than is generally supposed 

Actirnomycosis is observed frequently in some districts 
whilst in others it is rare: although the disease is gener- 
ally confined tothe head the inspector must see that it 
has not gone further and at all times he must be on the 
look out for tongues bearing the excoriations caused by 
this disease and being only slightly altered by enlarge- 
ment and induration. ve, 

Parasitic cysts are commonly met with in all slaughter- 
ing establishments, and although measly beef is rarely 
seen, unfortunately the same cannot be aaid of measly 
pork. So serious would be the consequence to the con- 
sumer of the ingestion of pork containing Cysticercus 
cellulosa that the inspector cannot be too strict in his 
inspection of pig’s carcase. Although it is said that 
freezing, thorough salting, and thorough cooking will all 
render innocuous these cysts, still the inspector sbould 
leave nothing to chance, but condemn the whole carcase, 
remembering that one favourite method of eating pork 
is in the form of sausage. A consideration of this fact 
emphasises the importance of greater control of sausage 
factories and other places for making up_ food articles. 
Without doubt when these cysts are found calcified they 
are harmless, still the carcase should be condemned as 
an inferior food article. : 

Unfortunately in this country no systematic examina- 
tion is carried out for the detection of Trichinosis, and 
one sometimes feels anxious on this subject. Although 
it is true the public of these islands prefer to eat pig 
products in a well cooked condition in which the parasite 
if present would be rendered harmless, there is again the 
danger of the sausage to be considered. As weall know 
the German Government demands that all pigs slaugh- 
tered in that Empire, and all pig products imported, 
shall have been submitted to and withstood a micros- 
copical examination specially designed for the detection 
of Trichinw Spiralis, and when one reads the published 
results of such examinations the question which sug- 
gests itself is, “‘ Why are not the same precautions taken 
for the protection of British people? and also “ Would 
it not be wise to also examine more thoroughly the 
flesh of home killed pigs?” especially when one remem- 
bers that the disease has been observed here, and with 
serious results to the consumers. 

The practice of blowing calves is another point deserv- 
ing of more attention than it generally receives. Prac- 
tically every one recognises the danger in blown veal 
when a phthisical butcher has performed the operation 
with his mouth, and to meet this objection it is now 
customary for au inflater to be used, but there still re- 
mains the objection that the air forced into the carcase 
is drawn from the immediate vicinity of the slaughter- 
house floor. Apart from these hygienic objections, how- 
ever, the practice can only be described as a fraud, be- 
cause its object is to give a better appearance to the 
carcase of a poor calf, and one cannot help thinking 
that the sooner the blowing of calves is prohibited the 
sooner will the public be supplied with veal which will 
be a far more desirable article of food. This question 
is intimately related to the question “ What age should 
a calf be before its carcase is fit for human food?” One 
difficulty in dealing with the carcases of very young 
calves or “jerry” or “bobby” calves as they are called 
is the want of evidence that the consumption of the flesh 
will be injurious to human beings, for although it is said 
that the flesh of immature calves causes diarrhcea and 
sickness if eaten, and although the carcases of very 
young calves seldom look inviting, still, if proof were 
demanded of the injurious effects of such meat one feels 
that there would be some difficulty in satisfying the 
demand. 

In Berlin, I believe each calf’s carcase is judged on its 
own character, whilst in other places in Germany calves 
under two weeks old and 45 iiecpaabases in weight are 
excluded from the food supply, and I am inclined to the 


opinion that similar precautions should be taken here, 
and that “ blowing” should be prohibited. 

Although the inspection of carcases prepared under 
supervision demands every attention, the meat inspector 
encounters the most perplexing questions in his inspec- 
tions of carcases sent in ready dressed from the countr 
districts. As I have previously mentioned the trut 
about such carcases is not always told even to the sales- 
men, and it is frequently the inspector’s duty to find 
out what has been the immediate cause of the animal’s 
slaughter. Very often the parts which would be of 
most use to the inspectors are not sent, and this omis- 
sion is often not accidental, and it is necessary to always 
ask for all the organs and to make as much enquiry as 
possible about any which are missing; in fact a pro- 
vision making it compulsory for all such carcases to be 
accompanied by their offal would be very beneficial. 

Injuries are a common cause of emergency slaughter, 
and if the animal has been dressed very soon after the 
occurrence of the accident and before general fever has 
been set up the carcase usually sets well and is good 
after the removal of the injured part, but it is surprising 
how far a seemingly slight injury extends, and of course 
all parts which have undergone any change must be re- 
moved. The case is different, however, if slaughter has 
been delayed until after fever has commenced, as then a 
carcase will have the usual characters of fever and will 
be considered unfit for human food. 

Milk fever is another common cause for the slaughter 
of cows, and it is found that the flesh of such cows is 
frequently darker than natural in colour, but that in- 
stead of being sticky, as in general fever, it is more 
watery. Such carcases are usually condemned, but if 
the carcase sets well and the inspector fails to find any 
gross alteration in its appearance, such a carcase is 


usually passed, but if the view that the pathology of. 


milk fever isan intoxication is correct I cannot see why 
the carcases of cows suffering from milk fever should 
not be condemned. 

Many carcases are sent in giving indications that the 
animal had been in a state of fever immediately before 
slaughter and such carcases are always condemned. Be- 
sides the flesh being “ fevered” as it is termed, one can 
usually find indications that the animal had received 
medicine shortly before its death, and the best places to 
search for these signs are the lungs, liver, ods and 
kidneys, which must be smelt immediately after a fresh 
section has been made. The flesh itself if examined in 
a similar manner will also frequently yield a smell, 
whilst if present the rumen is a common organ to retain 
any smell of medicine. 

One occasionally hears it suggested that the adminis- 
tration of such volatile substances as ether toa cow 
shortly before slaughter should not render her flesh any 
the worse, but most meat inspectors agree that if medi- 
cine of any kind can be detected in the flesh the carcase 
ought not to be used for food. 

Traumatic pericarditis is another common cause of 
cedema in cows, and in addition to the cedema the peri- 
carditis is usually accompanied by the accumulation of a 
large amount cf purulent fluid in the heart sac. This 
fluid often has such an offensive smell as to render the 
carcase useless, the stink having permeated the flesh. 
One interesting observation is the frequency with which 
beasts are found with a foreign body penetrating the 
heart sac which show no sign of discomfort during life, 
and whose carcases are rendered none the worse, but of 
course in these cases there is no large amount of inflam- 
mation or exudation. 

Anthrax is a condition for which a keen outlook must 
be kept in many districts, and any ecchymosis on the 
pleural or peritoneal surfaces, especially if accompanie 
by congestion of the lymphatic glands, should cause the 
inspector to make a close examination. Owing, how 
ever, to the time which has usually elapsed between the 
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animal’s death and the inspection of the cascase it is 
not often possible to obtain a reliable result from films 
prepared from the carcase, but if bacilli resembling 
anthrax bacilli and possessing the same staining 
character are found, the carcase should be condemned, 
and if evidence is likely to be required for further pro- 
ceedings cultures should be made and the investigation 
thoroughly c:rried out. 

The subject of meat inspection is by no means herein 
thoroughly discussed, nor are the interesting questions 
which it involves exhausted, but as I fear I have already 
trespassed far too much upon your time I will conclude 
by asking you to be lenient in your judgment of a paper 
written under difficulties, and by hoping that a good 
discussion which will be of benefit to ourselves and the 
public will result. 

I must also thank you for your kindness in giving me 
such a patient hearing. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Wednesday, August 7th. The presi- 
dent, Mr. F. J. Taylor, of Birmingham, occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Messrs. J. G. Parr, 
Leicester ; H. Thackeray, Stafford ; T. Slipper, Sutton 
Coldfield ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth; W. H. 
Brooke, Handsworth ; J. J. Burchnall, Loughborough ; 
J. Young, Birmingham ; J. W. Coe, Stoke-on-Trent ; 
R. Cockburn, Eastwood ; Trevor Spencer, Kettering ; 
RK. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme; J. Malcolm, 
Birmingham ; and the hon. sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, West 
Bromwich. 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
the following: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Dr. Manley, 
Messrs. Stanway, J. M. Parker, W. 8S. Carless, W. Car- 
less, F. V. Steward, F. H. Gibbings, F. W. Wragg, A. 
W. Mason, J. T. Brain, John Blakeway, W. Grasby, H. 
Pritchard, G. Wartnaby, R. Hughes, T. Chambers, H. 58. 
Reynolds, J. 'T. Allen, A. Over, and F. W. Barling, ete. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. 

Mr. A. Renrrew, of Broadway, Worcestershire, and 
Mr. F. W. Butter, of Evesham, Worcestershire, were 
nominated by the President. Their names will be sub- 
— for election at the next meeting, according to 
rule. 


THe HuntinG TESTIMONIAL. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Mr. Malcolm, on 
behalf of the Committee, formed to promote a. testi- 
monial to Mr. W. Hunting on his retirement from pri- 
vate practice, and inviting the assistance of the Asso- 
ciation and the members individually. 

_ Mr. Matcoum said they were indebted to Mr. Hunt- 
ing not merely for his journalistic services but for the 
number of interesting papers he had read at various 
meetings of the Association. There were few members 
of the profession who did not feel benefitted by Zhe 
Record one way or another, and it was felt that the pre- 
Sent was a fitting opportunity to recognise his services. 
The Committee had resolved to ask the various veteri- 
nary societies to co-operate with them in making the 
testimonial worthy of the occasion. It was also likely 
that every member of the profession would also be 
circularised. He sincerely hoped that the Midland 
Association, of which Mr. Hunting was President last 
ear, would help as generously in this matter as they 

in others. 

jut. {RIGGER, in supporting the appeal, said the point 
appealed to him was that Mr. Hunting 

rought out The Record they had no weekly paper, and 


were obliged to depend on the monthly journals, so that 
many things of interest to the professi n were lost. 

The Hon. Sec. said he would like to remind them of 
Mr. Hunting’s willingness not only to read papers for 
this Association but also to take part in the discussions, 
and there was no man who could command a readier or 
more sympathetic hearing. This Association was under 
a debt of gratitude to Mr. Hunting in many ways, and 
the least it could do was to subscribe to the testimonial. 
To put the matter in order he begged to give notice 
that at the next meeting he should move “ That a sum 
not exceeding ten guineas be taken from the funds of 
this Association and given to the Hunting Testi- 
monial.” 

The PResIDENT and Mr. Spencer briefly endorsed the 
remarks of the previous speakers, after which the ques- 
tion was adjourned. 


AN ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE. 


The Hon. Sec. read a circular letter from the Veteri- 
nary Medical Association of Ireland inviting this Asso- 
ciation to send delegates to a meeting to be held under 
their auspices at the Royal Veterinary College, Dublin, 
on Tuesday, August 27th, (the first evening of the Horse 
Show), for the purpose of discussing the subject of an 
annual registration fee. 

The PRESIDENT said that as no doubt several men- 
bers present would be in Dublin for the show they might 
like to attend the meeting, but he hardly thought it 
worth while to appoint delegates specially. 

Mr. TRIGGER said that on the question of registration 
the Council of the Royal College were inviting the pro- 
fession to help them in weeding out a number of un- 
qualified men who were on the Register. They also 
wanted to hear from several practitioners who had left 
one address for another without notifying the Secretary 
of the College. They knew his views upon the question 
of registration. The fees from that source ought to 
swell the income of the College, but he was afraid an 
annual fee would be impossible because of the great 
difticulty in collecting it. He thought a registration fee 
of say ten guineas when a man left College and com- 
menced practice would meet the case. When they re- 
membered the large number of unqualified men still on 
the Register, although it was 35 years old, it was clear 
that there was a screw loose somewhere. He was told 
of one unqualified man on the Register who was only 40 
years of age, which showed that he must have been 
registered when he was only five years old. 

Mr. MAtco.M said the Secretary of the Royal College 
wrote to him to ascertain the whereabouts of four men 
whose names were on the Register, and he found that 
two of them had been dead ten years. 

The Hon. Src., who represented the Association at 
the recent Congress of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health, presented the following report : 


HEALTH CONGREss, 
Rerort By Mr. 


Royat Instirute or 
HELD AT DouaGtas, or MAN. 
H. J. Dawes. 


Gentlemen,—At the last meeting of this Association 
your President and myself were appointed delegates to 
attend the Congress of the Sanitary Institute at 
Dublin, and the Royal Institute of Public Health Con- 
gress at Douglas, Isle of Man. Having ascertained that 
there would be no veterinary section at the Sanitary 
Institute Congress, we arranged to go to the Royal 
Institute of Public Health Congress, but at the last 
moment your President was unable to accompany me. 

I had very much pleasure in attending, and should 
like to express to you my sincere thanks for having 
given me a very instructive and interesting time, and it 
now becomes my duty to give you a short account of 
the Veterinary Section of the Congress. There has 
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already appeared in Z'he Veterinary Record several full 
accounts of the Congress so [ shall not weary you with 
a very long address. : 

The inaugural meeting of the Congress was held in 
the Opera House, Douglas, on Saturday evening, June 
29th, when the President, the Right Hon. the Lord 
Raglan, Lieutenant Governor of the Island, delivered 
his Presidential address, in the course of which after 
tendering a very hearty welcome to the members and 
delegates, he said he considered it a very great honour 
to have been elected President this year as it was the 
2ist year of the Institute, and he ventured to say that 
every Manxman and Manxwoman were highly pleased 
that Douglas had been chosen for the meeting of the 
Congress. The chief object for which the Society was 
founded is the promotion of Public Health. Medical 
science which up to a few years ago was chiefly devoted 
to the concoction of the most nauseous drugs—the 
more nauseous they were the more they were approved 
of—now takes a much wider view, and recognises that 
yvevention is better than cure, and considers it far 

tter to take some trouble, and go to some expense to 
a disease. He trusted that the Congress would 

a great success. 

The Veterinary Section did not commence until Tues- 
day morning, July 2nd, as a number of the delegates 
were unable to get to the Island on Saturday or 
Sunday. 

The President was Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, of Man- 
chester, who in his presidential address said it gave 
him very much pleasure to preside over so important a 
section. They were met together to take part in pro- 
moting the health of the nation. Comparative patho- 
logy had not received the attention it deserved, and he 
felt sure that many medical problems would be solved 
in the future by it. After referring to the unsatisfac- 
tory inspection of meat and the traffic in diseased meat 
he drew attention to the dirty conditions under which 
milking is done, and advocated the appointment of a 
central body for the prohibition of offences against the 
health of the public. 

The first paper brought before the Section was on 
Milk in relation to Public Health, by Professor Annett, 
Liverpool University. lt was an excellent paper, and 
considered the subject of milk from the point of view to 
its relationship to disease in man and other animals, he 
said that the public generally associate milk with 
tuberculosis of cattle and its transmission to man, the 
medical man similarly, but only occasionally is his 
attention drawn to other sides of the subject. Our 
legislators have given us laws, and certain public officers 
and bodies considerable powers under certain acts, rules, 
and regulations, to deal more particularly in a special- 
ised way with tuberculosis in dairy cows and so on, 
while the veterinary surgeon sometimes forgets that the 
part which milk may play in the transmission of disease 
is not by any means limited to one affection only. {In 

fact attention has become directed along a single line 
and concentrated upon tuberculosis, while the numerous 
réles which milk may play in other infections have been 
almost entirely lost sight of. The researches of the 
bacteriologist comprise a long list of bacterial diseases 
of the domesticated animals and man, many of which 
are associated with milk in one way or another, After 
reviewing the conclusions arrived at by the Royal Coun- 
mission on Tuberculosis he went on to speak of the 
opportunities of contamination of milk from the cow’s 
udder, from the milker’s hands and body, through the 
dust of the sheds, milker’s clothes, unclean utensils and 
during its transit from the farm tothe consumer. ‘It is 
not to be wondered at that practically always ordinary 
milk can be demonstrated to contain organisms patho- 
genic for man and animals. In the concluding remark 
of the paper he said, it is in all seriousness to be hoped 


made in the education of all those concerned in every 
stage in the production of milk and its conveyance to 
the consumer, in the properties of the precious fluid and 
of the animals secreting it, and in the principles of sani- 
tation which are involved, as to make more drastic and 
cumbersome legislative nieasures unnecessary, and that 
at the present day when educational questions are so 
much before the public, when Universities, technical 
institutes ete. offer facilities to every class to obtain the 
higher knowledge of subjects of industrial and commer- 
cial importance, it is most desirable that the best efforts 
be made to secure that the greatest opportunities in this 
direction be afforded to those whose means of subsis- 
tence depends entirely on the production of an article 
which forms the ideal and complete food of man and 
animals. 

The second paper read was on Meat Inspection by 

Mr. James A. Dixon, Public Health Departinent, Leeds. 
He started by saying that perhaps one of the most 
astonishing observations to the careful student of the 
English people of the present day will be the indiffer- 
ence which they display in the matter of the quality and 
conditions of their foods, and this notwithstanding the 
frequently repeated statement that at the present time 
more meat is eaten by all classes of people than ever 
was eaten before. He went on to say that one of the 
first questions which occurs te the mind of anyone giv- 
ing attention to meat inspection is, what should the 
meat inspector know, and he thought the most essential 
part in the equipment of the inspector was in his ability 
to recognise the effects of disease in the animal body, 
and then to satisfy himself as to the nature and cause 
of the conditions, in other words he must have received 
both a theoretical and purine training in veterinary 
pathology and bacteriology. Jn addition to this he 
must know the healthy appearance of the flesh, fat, and 
organs of the food er Bow be able to look further than 
the surface for signs of disease, and to know the situa- 
tions of lymphatic glands etc., all of which it will be 
easily seen requires a practical training in veterinary 
anatomy. It is for these reasons that the up-to-date 
veterinary surgeon should be regarded as the expert on 
meat inspection. He thought the only reliable system 
of meat inspection was that carried on in_ public 
abattoirs, he strongly advocated closing of private 
slaughterhouses because he felt convinced no thoroughly 
reliable protection to the public could be made until all 
food animals were killed and dressed in public 
abattoirs under proper supervision. In describing some 
of the diseased conditions commonly encountered by 
the meat inspector the frequency .with which tubercu- 
losis was met with demanded immediate attention. He 
thought that after all that had been written and said 
about tuberculosis one would have expected some 
improvement, but the disease was now as common 
among food animals as ever. Animals coming for 
slaughter which appear extensively tuberculous are 
found free from the disease on post-mortem, while good 
looking fat animals apparently sound in life are found 
after slaughter to be badly tuberculous, and he felt that 
some degree of compensation should be given to butchers 
who have paid a good price for an animal which proves 
to be useless as a food article. 
_ He thought one of the most difficult things the meat 
inspector had to deal with was the inspection of cat 
cases sent in ready dressed from the country districts, a8 
very often the parts which would be of most use to the 
inspector were not sent, and it ought to be compulsory 
for all such carcases to be accompanied by their offal. 

_In concluding his paper he said that if the considera 
tion of the subject of meat inspection by the Royal 
Institute of Public Health and an such bodies woul 


stimulate the public to take a more intelligent interest 
in the soundness of their food, they will have more than 


that hand in hand with legislation such progress will be 


justitied their existence. 
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The third and last paper brought before the Veterinary 
Section was on the Qualification of Meat Inspectors, by 
Mr. W. Field, M.P., the Secretary of the Dublin 
Victuallers Association etc. He stated that in 1895 he 
asked in Puirliament for the return of the holders of 
meat inspecterships and found the work was chiefly 
done by tram conductors, bricklayers, policemen, ete., 
who called themselves sanitary inspectors. Ten years 
later he had another report and found a great improve- 
ment, he advocated the appointment of butchers as meat 
inspectors under a properly qualified veterinary inspec- 
tor, the payment of compensation, and contended that 
Prof. Koch’s view that bovine tuberculosis was not com- 
municable to man was correct. 

The attendance at the Veterinary Section was the 
largest I have ever seen at any of the Congresses I have 
attended, over 60 being present consisting of members 
of medical and veterinary professions, representatives of 
public bodies, dairymens, cowkeepers, and butchers 
associations, sanitary inspectors etc. 

The discussion on Prof. Annett’s paper was opened by 
Mr. Brittlebank, Veterinary Inspector, Manchester, and 
on Meat Lnspection by Mr. King, Veterinary Inspector, 
London. I need hardly say that both of these gentle- 
men were listened to with very great interest, and the 
discussion which followed gave an opportunity of hear- 
ing the views from all sides of the question, which one 
is unabie to do except at a Congress of this description, 
most of the delegates views were in accord with the 
writers of the papers with the exception of the part of 
Mr. Field’s paper relating to Prof. Koch’s opinion. 

_ As an outcome of the discussions the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously passed : 

(1) That this Section strongly urges the desirability in 
the interests of the public health of steps being taken 
to obtain the compulsory operation of the Dairies, Cow- 
sheds, and Milkshops Order, and the appointment of 
veterinary surgeons for the systematic inspection of milk 
cows ete, 

(2) That this Section strongly urges that a uniform 
system of inspection of meat should be adopted in all 
districts, and that the qualifications of meat inspectors 
should be raised ; also that steps should be taken to urge 
upon the Government the principle of compensation in 
cases of tuberculosis. 

In conclusion I may say that there appeared to be a 
much greater interest taken in the Veterinary Section at 
the Congress, and I feel sure that by continually bring- 
ing before the public matters such as were discussed at 
this Section, nothing but good must eventually result, 
although we may not get all the improvements in the 
milk supply and the inspection of meat we desire. 
There is no doubt that Municipal Authorities are waking 

- to the fact that a better supervision of the food sup- 
ply 18 necessary for the health of the community, and it 
is gradually becoming recognised that the inspection of 
meat ean be best performed by a qualified veterinary 
Surgeon. I am convinced that weas veterinary surgeons 
should be eapuanented at these Congresses when subjects 
that relation to matters concern- 

rofession, i i 
saliie fing , and which in any way affect the 
The Cuatgaan moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Dawes 
or his excellent report,and expressed his regret at being 
unable to accompany him. 


1S Was s 
mously. econded by Mr. Trigger and carried unani 


THE Examination OF Horses as TO SOUNDNESS, 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO WARRANTIES AT RE- 
By Mr. J. G. Parr, F.R.C.V.S., Leices- 
er. (Paper read at the May meeting). 


Mr M _Discussion. 
«ann rages said that most veterinary surgeons 
Calm more experience in the examination of 


horses in repositories than he could. He read Mr. Parr’s 
paper with much pleasure and was sorry he was not 
present to hear it at Leicester. It was brimful of facts 
and wise suggestions and enlightened us as to the legal 
value of terms used in catalogues at repositories. Mr, 
Parr advised them never to bein ahurry, but to examine 
a horse systematically He fully endorsed that, and 
said the majority of mistakes made at repositories he 
believed were made through having to act in a hurry. 
If a man took time to examine a horse thoroughly, he 
was far less likely to mike a mistake. Sometimes they 
landed at a sale a few minutes before the horses were 
sold and they had to do their work hurriedly, which was 
never very satisfactory. Personally he had more diffi- 
culty in testing a horse for its suitability for the work 
for which it was required than testing it as to its 
soundness. It was no easy matter at a sale to puta 
horse to a proper examination for that purpose. In 
buying horses no examination is satisfactory where the 
horse cannot be properly tested at the work for which 
he is required. Of late years he had adopted the plan 
when buying horses at sales to buy the horses of 
dealers or farmers whom he knew, and whose word went 
a long way ; in fact a dealer or farmer who would givea 
personal warranty. Mr. Parr had referred to the ques- 
tion of sidebones. He often found heavy cart horses 
with sidebones that worked well at a heavy job ina 
four-wheeled vehicle, but not in a two-wheeler. It was 
unfair to blame the veterinarian when a horse he had 
examined went lame if the cause of lameness lay with 
the driver or the work. There was a great difference in 
the driver ; some drivers lamed many horses, but these 
same horses driven by other men would continue sound 
for a long time. Unfortunately the horse-owning public 
were liable to put the onus on the veterinary surgeon 
when it should have been laid upon the drivers and the 
class of work the horse was put to. 

Mr. Parr referred to the benefit of examining a horse 
before taking it out of the stable, and instanced shiver- 
ing as one of the complaints when intermittent or incip- 
ient one might sometimes detect in the stable, but 
which it was impossible to notice outside. Recently he 
(the speaker) had an interesting experience in connec- 
tion with that. A horse was purchased at a local re- 
pository, passed sound by an eminent member of the 
profession, brought home to the purchaser’s stable, seen 
by another eminent member of the profession and con- 
demned as a shiverer. He (the speaker) saw the horse 
in the stable, saw him backed out of the stall, and saw 
him shiver in doing so, but it was with the greatest 
difficulty that he could be made to give any indication 
of shivers when outside, indeed only once did the speaker 
see any evidence of shivering in this case outside the 
stable. Three veterinary surgeons who had previously 
examined him said they had never seen him shiver out 
of the stable before. 

Mr. Parr also referred to splints and the difficulty 
one sometimes had in making up one’s mind about them. 
A good deal depended on the class ot horse, and he must 
say that after considerable experience he had never seen 
a seasoned cart horse lame from splint. He naturally, 
therefore, took very little notice of it in examining cart 
horses, but it was a very different thing when examin- 
ing harness horses or saddle horses, for as they all knew 
many of those horses did go lame from splints. Mr. 
Parr referred to the hardening of the anterior part of 
the lateral cartilage which sometimes placed him in 
doubt as to what the result would be, although he con- 
fessed he had never found it cause lameness. In that 
respect he shared Mr. Parr’s views, for he had not seen 
it cause lameness provided it was associated with an 
otherwise good sound foot. Mr. Parr asked “Are 
corns or thrush in frog an unsoundness?” He (the 
speaker) would answer that corns did constitute un- 
soundness, but as to thrush he hada real hesitancy. He 
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had not seen a horse go lame from thrush alone ; he 
knew his opinion differed from that of some of his 
friends, but in his practice he had never been able to 
satisfy himself that a‘horse was going lame from 

Coming to curb and sp.vin, many people liked to see 
a fired hock, but personally he had a great objection to 
blemishing a horse in any way. If he could get a horse 
sound by other means he never fired him either on the 
hocks or elsewhere. He remembered a lesson he once 
got on the folly of firing horses for sidebones. He had 
a valuable mare sound except for slight sidebones, but 
she had never been lame. The veterinary surgeon In 
attendance advised that she should be fired, and he 
fired her very deeply. She never went sound afterwards, 
and the mare was dep:eciated in value enormously. 

As to sound wind, he agreed with most of what Mr. 
Parr had said, and the latter had puta query which Mr. 
Coe answered in the few remarks that followed the read- 
ing of the paper at the last meeting, namely, “ Can 
whistler’s be faked?” Mr. Coe said he believeed they 
could be easily faked. He (the speaker) had had no ex- 
perience in such matters and should like Mr. Coe to tell 
them how it was done. Mr. Parr suggested that some 
horses were intermittent whistlers, and was it possible 
that when they were supposed to be faked they were 
in the intermittent stage. As tothe time when a horse 
may become unsound in his wind, that seemed to vary a 
good deal. Twoor three years ago he bought a good 
horse at a repository, took him home and tried him in 
the fire engine, which was about as severe a test as he 
knew for wind. The horse was absolutely sound, but in 
two or three days he showed slight signs of acold. It 
never came to much more, yet some weeks afterwards 
when again put to work he made such a noise that he 
could not be used in ordinary harness. With reference 
to grunters, he thought Mr. Parr was correct in advising 
that they be rejected. At the same time all grunters 
did not become roarers. He remembered examining a 
hunter for a friend of his, and it grunted. The horse 
suited otherwise and it was bought at a suitable price, 
and ridden for four or five years without anyone ever 
detecting apne wrong in his gallop. With regard to 
cart horses, he knew many that grunted remained prac- 
tically sound working horses for years, whereas others 
that were no worse grunters often soon became unfit for 
their work. No man cold tell which grunter would be- 
come a roarer and which would not. 

With regard to action, if a horse was badly formed, 
and had defective action he was almost more averse to 
it on that account than for some kinds of unsoundness. 

Mr. TricGer said he had read Mr. Parr’s paper in 7'he 
Record with considerable interest, and there was no 
doubt it was one of the most important questions before 
the protession. With regard to fees, Mr. Parr suggested 
that they ought to be paid a higher fee in the case of 
that are worth two or three hundred guineas, but he 
(the speaker) thought that was a dangerous argument. 
If veterinary surgeons were going to be paid more for 
examining higher priced horses because of the extra risk 
they ran in passing valuable horses that were unsound 
they were admitting liability for their mistakes. In 
theory, it was all right, but he thought it would be a 
dangerous thing in practice. 

Mr. Spencer : Aren’t you liable in any case ? 

Mr. TRIGGER: No, certainly not, unless they can 
= you guilty of gross negligence. Continuing, Mr 

rigger said that as a rule a good fee was paid in vee . os 
of a valuable horse unless it was an ordinary al 
examination in a repositoty. One point that occurred 
to him was that it was not desirable to see a number of 
veterinary surgeons hanging about repositories outside 
their own towns altogether. It seemed unprofessional 
and was like touting for work. The bus “ho had 
to go to a repository was glad to y 

y was glad to get away again as soon 


as he could. With regard to the examination of horses 
generally, no one could take exception to what Mr. Parr 
had suggested. One of the most important things was 
to have a good look round the animal, without which 
they might overlook several things, such as marked 
knee, poll-evil, etc. Mr. Parr said “a grunter is al- 
ways returnable, even if he is sound in his gallop,” but 
that did not apply at Tattersall’s. He once examined 
two horses for anobleman, and when he gave one the 
stick in the stable, he grunted. The stud groom was 
eather frightened, but he (Mr. Trigger) said “ Never 
mind, I’ll send him bacb.” The horse, by the way, made 
no noise when galloping.” He wired to Tattersall’s : 
“Horse So-and-s grunts at the stick. Is he return- 
able?” and the answer was “ Horse not returnable un- 
less he makes noise in gallop.” He had known horses 
that grunted described in the catalogue at Tattersall’s 
as “Sound in wind.” It was perhaps best to take 
grunting asa premonitory symptom, but the rule was 
that such horses eventually became roarers. Never put 
a horse on astraw bed if one wanted to see whether he 
shivered, but the moment one backed a horse on bricks 
one caught him shivering when he often could not be 
caught in any other way. Mr. Parr asked about inter- 
mittent whistling, which he (the speaker) did not 
altogether agree with. With regard to examination at 
a repository prior to sale, he did not think it gave the 
veterinary surgeon a proper chance. Like Mr. Malcolm, 
he did not think he had ever seen a horse lame from 
thrush. He had accepted the suggestion from clients 
when it suited his purpose. He was inclined to think 
that the prejudice against side-bones was due to the 
fact that everyone could find sidebones when they could 
find nothing else, and sidebones had been made to stand 
godfather to various other causes of lameness. _ For his 
part, hedid not mind a horse with sidebones if he was 
a good animal otherwise. His experience with regard 
to light horses and sidebones was different from Mr. 
Malcolm’s, for he (the speaker) had seen the greater 
— of light horses with side bones going abso- 
utely sound. He ren.embered examining a horse in 
Wales for a Cabinet Minister, and he warned him that 
the animal had very big sidebones. However, his client 
fancied the horse and bought it for so much with a 
promise of another £50 if it was sound at the end of 
the season. He found it all right and it suited him. 
Mr. SPENCER said he quite agreed with Mr. Parr 
when he declared himself to have very little faith in 
examining a horse’s eyes in the dark with a candle. 
What could not be detected with the naked eye could 
not be found with a candle. On the subject of splints, 
Mr. Parr said they should always be mentioned, and 
there again he was in perfect agreement with him. He 
(the speaker) remembered an action on the question of 
a large splint in a seven-year-old mare which he ex- 
amined. I[t was an obscure case of lameness, as lame- 
ness very often was. The dealer was asked to take the 
animal back, but he refused, but the mare was sent back 
and the man was sued for the price we had paid for 
her. It was decided at Northampton that splints did 
constitute unsoundness, and the case was lost because 
the presence of the splint was not mentioned. Mr. Parr 
did not tell them what significance he attached to odd 
feet ; he (the speaker) did not think it was necessarily 
unsound, for they must all know of horses working satis- 
factorily that had odd feet. He thought corns must be 
considered unsoundness, but he did not think thrush in 
frog was unsoundness unless it was a symptom of a 
more important disease. With regard to whistling, he 
thought it was often due to condition, but thought 
it was often due to condition, but he did not think 4 
horse would whistle to-day and not whistle to-morrow. 
With regard to grunting, 4 was afraid he was going to 
give an unpopular opinion when he said he thought that 


a horse which grunted not only might be sound at the 
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time of its grunt, but for many years after it continued 
to grunt. Mr. Parr said if a horse grunted at the stick 
he either was or soon would be an unsound horse— 
“Never pass one,” added Mr. Parr. However, in his 
(the speaker’s) opinion it was not quite the correct thing 
to do to advise a client not to buy a horse because it 
grunted. Tell the client it grunted by all means, and 
then let him please himself whether he bonght it or not. 
He could mention half a dozen cases of horses that have 
grunted at the time of examination and remained per- 
fectly sound winded for several years afterwards. As 
to faking horses for wind, his knowledge did not go as 
far as that, but he knew they did a lot of funny things 
in horse dealing. In most cases in which veterinary 
surgeons were employed, they were asked to say dis- 
tinctly whether a horse was sound or unsound, but one 
could express onself better in a letter than in a formal 
certifleate. He found fault with the way in which 
veterinary ceitificates were often worded ; for clumsy 
composition the ordinary veterinary certificate took a 
lot of beating. With regard to fees pro rate according 
to the value of the horse. Mr. Trigger seemed to think 
that the taking of an adv-nced fee admitted liability 
for error, but if they inade a flagrant error they were 
liable anyway. There was not only the legal liability ; 
there was also their professional reputation to look to. 

Mr. Cor said the discussion so far seemed to sug- 
gest that he hada reputation for faking horses for 
wind. (Laughter.) He was still of opinion that 
attempts were frequently made to fake them. He 
believed some dealers were in the habit of putting a 
certain bridle on a horse doubtful in its wind, and they 
could ride it with such judgment that one could not tell 
if it was sound or not. He himself had known horses 
which in a snafile bridle were apparently sound, but 
which ina double rein bridle conld be seen to be un- 
sound by a long way. He thought horses which were 
slight whistlers were sometimes subject to atmospheric 
conditions. Whether they would be called intermittent 
whistlers he did not know, but certainly they appeared 
to be sound one day and whistlers the next. With 
reference to shivering, he thought the best test was to 
back a horse over a step, it was the severest test he 
knew. His experience of sidebones was that as a rule 
they went on all right in harness horses. He thought 
that a horse which grunted was in many cases not un- 
sound. Heonce examined a big weight-carrying hunter 
that grunted very much, and he passed him as unsound, 
bnt the man bought it because he thought it would suit 
him, and before the end of the hunting season it was a 
useless horse. 

Mr. Youne referred to the practice of coughing a 
horse, and said that as far as he was concerned if he 
could not cough a horse he didn’t pass it. As to side- 
bones, provided the horse had good feet, it would work 
for years, according to his experience. If they backed 
a horse they conld soon tell if he was a shiverer. He 
had known hunters that had been grunters for years 
that had never become roarers. Mr. Spencer said a 
client wanted to know definitely whether a horse was 
sound or not, but it would be very difficult to find a 
horse that was absolutely sound. 

Mr. BurcHNALL congratulated Mr. Parr on his very 
— paper, and especially on his choice of a subject 
to Impress upon the young practi- 
i. Ty an to »e methodical ; get a method and stick to 
which —_ a few things they learnt by experience 
lid not readily forget. He remembered 
hosed horse which had no tongue. He be- 
had thei atority of horses when being examined never 
picked up, and the importance of 
nown to him by examining a horse which 
of its hind fe a repository at Leicester, which had one 

ind feet badly cankered. By the look of the 


horse, it was what he should never have suspected, and 
if he hadn’t happened to pick up the hind foot he would 
have passed it as sound. He quite agreed with Mr. 
Parr that a letter was much better than a formal certifi- 
eate, especially if the veterinary surgeon knew his client 
well. Of course, if he wanted a formal certificate he 
must haveit. He strongly objected to certificates on 
forms. It was an official looking document, anda man 
would preserve it probably for all time, but a letter, 
after a little while, was generally torn up and thrown 
into the fire, which was the best thing that could happen 
to it. (Laughter.) 

The Hon. Sec. said Mr. Parr’s excellent paper con- 
tained a lot of valuable information. He should like to 
differ from some of the speakers on the subject of shiver- 
ing, for to say it was always easy to detect was quite 
wrong. He hada client who brought home a valuable 
cart horse with a veterinary surgeon’s certificate of 
soundness. He was called in to examine it and found 
it was a bad shiverer. There was no doubt about it, and 
the horse was returned to where it came from. The 
veterinary surgeon who originally saw it was called in 
again and he could still find nothing wrong with it. A 
referee was called in and he gave a sound certificate. 
He (the speaker) saw the horse again and tried all he 
conld, but could find nothing wrong with it. The next 
day, however, it was as bad as ever, and Mr. Malcolm 
went to see it. A Professor from London also came 
down and it was one of the horse’s shivering days. He 
was afraid there would be legal proceedings, but the 
parties came to terms and the horse was disposed of. 
He thought the most successful test was a train jonrney. 
His opinion was that it was not so much whether a horse 
was sound as whether it was capable of doing the work 
it would be put to. He often examined a horse which 
could not be called unsound, and yet he knew it would 
not suit his client. There was some difference as to the 
manner of reporting the result of an examination whether 
by letter or certificate he proferred a letter. Splint 
lameness often caused a lot of trouble, and he thought 
anyone examining a horse with splints should put it 
down in black and white so that the owner could see it. 

Mr. W. H. Brooker, speaking on the matter of 
cataracts, said that in those he had watched he had 
noticed very little variation. With regard to splints, it 
was necessiry to be very careful in offering an opinion 
on the subject. Even if they did not interfere with the 
play of the tendons they often gave considerable 
trouble. He endorsed Mr. Burchnall’s remarks about 
the necessity of picking up the hind feet. He had never 
seen thrush cause lameness, but he thought it was gener- 
ally a symptom. Hip down was a matter in whicha 
mistake could be made. He had not heard much said 
about the heart. He had often found taking the pulse 
was not sufficient, and he always examined the heart. 
What importance would Mr. Parr attach to intermittent 
pulse in examination as to soundness. 

Mr. Cocksurn differed from those who said horses 
never went lame from thrush. He used to be of that 
opinion, but experience had caused him to change it. 

Mr. PEMBERTON said he did not find sidebones so 
much in light horses as in heavy horses, and in his ex- 
i sidebones in light horses did not lame them as 
a rule. 

The PRESIDENT said both the paper and the discuss- 
ion had been very welcome on account of the informa- 
tion it had disclosed. He had always been averse him- 
self toa veterinary surgeon giving a definite opinion at 
a repository prior to the sale ; it was too much of a 
hurry. He had a curious experience a week or two ago. 
A horse was described as seven years old and sound, but 
it turned out to be sixteen years old and broken winded, 
The auctioneer said they accepted no responsibility as 


to description, but the purchaser refused to have the 
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horse and he heard no more about it. When was the 
best time to take a horse’s pulse? Before exercising 1t 
or after? 

Mr. Parr, in reply, said that so far as Mr. Malcolm’s 
remarks went about the firing of hocks, he (the speaker) 
was not fond of firing or fond of blemishes of any kind. 
Butit was not what the veterinary surgeon wanted, it 
was what his client wanted. There were two points to 
consider : (1) examining a horse as to its legal sound- 
ness ; and (2) examining a horse for the purpose of 
advising a client. If one had to say whether a horse 
was sound, yes or no, there were very few cases In 
which they could say it was sound, yet 99 per cent. 
might be workable and do their work very well. He 
thought some of Mr. Malcolm’s remarks were made in 
the capacity of a purchaser rather than a veterinary 
surgeon, but still he agreed with him that in some cases 
he should take conformation into account as well as 
unsoundness. With regard to intermittent whistling 
there seemed to be various opinions, and they would no 
doubt all stick to their opinions, but he was certain that 
the horses would make a slight whistle one day and not 
another. As to grunting, he declared after 25 years 
experience that if they passed a horse that really grun- 
ted they were not doing justice to their clients. Mr. 
Trigger said Tattersall’s would not take back a grunter, 
he (the speaker) said they would be bound to do so if 
the purchaser pushed it. It was not what Tattersall’s 
said, it was what the law of the land said. A repository 
could not make rvles which would over-ride the law of 
the land. 

Mr. Trigcer: A repository can make its own condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Parr: It can’t make conditions which are in 
defiance of the law, and the conditions of a repository 
are upset on many occasions. Continuing, Mr. Parr said 
sidebones could not be passed by anyone, and it must 
be left to the veterinary surgeon to say whether they 
would interfere with the usefulness of the horse or not. 
He generally took a very lenient view himself. In 
answer to Mr. Spencer, he thought he would pass a horse 
with odd feet as sound. 

Mr. Spencer: Would you advise a client not to buy a 
horse with odd feet ? 

Mr. Parr: That would depend on the horse. Each 
case must be judged on its merits. As regards thrush, 
he should pass a horse with a little thrush, he had never 
seen anything come of it. As for faking for wind, he 
did not know that art as a fact, but there was no 
doubt a horse could be given certain things which would 
at any rate stifle the noise to a very great extent. For 
instance, he had a horse which he hunted, and before he 
took it out his man gave it one swallow of cod liver oil. 
He did not believe a veterinary surgeon’s certificate at a 
repository sale was a warranty of soundness, 

The Hon. Src. : It isat many anctions, 

Mr. Parr: There is no distinct warranty, but it may 

rse Was SO ki ; t 

l ing We honght it onght not to be 
described as quiet in harness, for the purch 
capable of getting out of the horse the value that was 
implied in the warranty. With regard to the pulse, h 
did not take it once in a hundred times. With reea d 
to cataract, he never noticed much increase in yin es 
cataract, but diffused cataract often spread pe sp 
very short time. He didn’t think he had ever ea 
intermittent action of the heart. If one met witl 
decided case of intermittent action of the ean an 
ought to say to one’s client “ This horse is sulleving trom 

— mporary ailment ; better let me see it in a week’s 

In conelnsion, he thanked the 

dulgent manner in which they h 


aser was not 


members for the in- 
ad received his paper, 


and for the profitable and interesting discussion which 
had taken place. 


The PrestmDENT proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Parr for his paper, and said they were all indebted to 
him for his pms handling of a most attractive subject. 

The Hon. Sec., in seconding, mentioned that when 
he asked Mr. Parr to oblige with a paper he very cheer- 
fully consented and sent a list of five or six subjects for 
him to choose from. 

The vote of thanks was heartily carried, and suitably 
acknowledged. 

Onthe motion of Mr. Spencer, seconded by the Hon. 
Sec., it was resolved to hold the next quarterly meeting 
of the Association at Northampton. 


Notice oF Morrion. 


Following up some remarks at the close of the meet- 
ing on the subject of small attendances, Mr. Spencer 
gave notice of his intention to move the following reso- 
lution at the next meeting of the Association: “That a 
small committee be appointed to consider what means 
may be best employed to make the quarterly meetings 
of the Association more attractive, and how the mem- 
bership may be extended, seeing that ont of over 300 
members of the prefession practising in the counties 
embraced by the Association not more than 120 


belong to it.” 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. See. 


Farmers and Sheep Dipping.—Important 
Decision in the High Court. 


In the King’s Bench Division of the High Court 
the Lord Chief Justice and Justices Darling and Law- 
rence had before them an important point with regard 
to the dipping of sheep. 

Mr. Thomas Bingley, Whitley Hall, was the appellant 
against a conviction of the West Riding Quarter Sess- 
ions, dismissing an appeal by him from a conviction by 
the justices of Barnsley for having neglected to comply 
with the Orders of the Board of Agriculture to have his 
sheep dipped in a particular time. The order was 
made under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 
1903. 

Counsel for the appellant contended that he had in 
fact had his sheep dipped on the 26th September, 1906, 
which was well within the time prdered by the Board of 
Agriculture, namely, the 30th September, and therefore 
he had not committed any offence. 

Mr. Waddy, in support of the conviction, stated that 
what the appellant had done was to dip the sheep ina 
“dip” of his own, which, he asserted, was quite as good 
as the dip approved by the Board of Agriculture. The 
appellant had refused to use the “dip” approved by the 
Board of Agriculture. Under these circumstances he 
(Mr. Waddy) submitted that the conviction onght to be 
upheld, as the dipping that had taken place did not 
amount to dipping at all. What the appellant should 
have done was to use the dip approved by the Board of 
Agriculture. 

The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgment, said that 
he entirely agreed with the view that on the facts se 
out before the magistrates the appellant had never dip- 
ped the sheep. If it was necessary to nse a prescribe 
dip, the time prescribed for dipping was the 30th Se) 
tember, it being necessary to give three day’s notice 
the officials of the Board of Agriculture that they might 
attend to see the dipping done. If it was necessary © 
use a prescribed dip, it was impossible for him to say 
that was done by the 30th September. But the dith- 
culty the Court felt was that it was not stated in the 


Act that it was necessary to use a particular dij. They 
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could not hold that not using a dip approved by the 
Board of Agriculture was an offence under the Act. 
Under these circumstances he could not see that the 
appellant had committed any offence, and therefore the 
appeal must succeed. 

The other judges were also of opinion that no 
offence had been committed within the meaning of the 
Act. 

The appeal was accordingly allowed with costs. 

Mr. Waddy pointed out that the respondent ()uest 
was only an inspector, and submitted that as what he 
had done was in the execution of his duty, he should not 
be saddled with the costs. 

The Lord Chief Justice failed to see why the usual 
course should not be followed, and refused to vary the 
order as to costs, which, he said, would not have to be 
paid by the respondent personally.— York Herald. 


A Remedy for Trypanosomiasis, 
To the Editor of “ The Times.” 


discovery, and wish you to make it known through your 
paper. In March last I was sent out to Northern Ni- 


direct into the blood stream. There is no reason to 
doubt that this treatment will be found invaluable for 
all animals suffering from an invasion of this animal 
parasite, which includes one of the most dreaded and 
deadly tropical diseases—viz., sleeping sickness in the 
human being.-— Yours sincerely, 
JAMES Branp, F.R.C.V.S. 
Zungeru, Northern Nigeria, July 25. 


New Glanders Order. 


The London Gazette of Tuesday, 27th, publishes “ The 
Glanders or Farecy Order of 1907,” being an Order made 
by the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1903. It extends to 
England, Wales, and Scotland, and is to come into 
operation on January 1, 1908. 


Purity of Milk Supplies (Scotland) Bill. 
A Bill entitled “The Purity of Milk Supplies (Scot- 


m land) Bill” has been introduced into the House of Com- 
Sir,—I have had the good luck to make a valuable | 


geria by the Colonial Office to make a veterinary survey 


of the Protectorate. Finding trypanosomiasis to be the 
most deadly disease amongst animals in this country, I 
immediately adopted curative measures, and find the 
following treatment gives pcsitive results :-—-Ten intra- 
venous injections of an equal parts mixture of a one in a 
hundred watery solution of methlene blue, made from a 
saturated alcoholic solution of the dye, and a one in five 
hundred watery solution of corrosive sublimate. At the 

resent time the curative treatment has been tried on 


orses only, the dose being 10 c.c., which is given daily | functions, which would be assumed by the 


mons by one of the members for Glasgow. The primary 


oy sess of the Bill—-the protection of the milk supplies 
of 


arge towns against contamination—is most praise- 
worthy, but the Bill is crude in conception, amateurish 
in draughtsmanship, and if passed into law—of which 
there is little chance—would be found unworkable in 
practice. The genesis of the Bill may be conjectured 
from the fact that it proposes to create a new official, 
“the veterinary officer of health,” endowed with extra- 
ordinary powers, and, in the case of a large city, with a 
roving commission to supervise dairying operations over 
the length and breadth of the land. Under the Bill the 
local authority in town or country would abdicate its 
“ veterinary 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases [Sheep] gwine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-] Ont- | Slaugh- 
breaks) mals. mals. mals. Dogs. breaks.| tered * 
— —- — — 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended Ang.24] 13 19] 2s] 3} 538 | 223 
1906 ..| 8 12 2 41 a4 
Corresponding week in {1905 ..]| 13 | 17 1935 2 16 58 
1904... 19 | 51] 34) 54 1} 18 7% 
Total for 34 weeks, 1907 oe -- | 737, 980 606 1403 | 412] 1779 8387 
1906 .. | 602 888 739 1289 | 298 | 769 4339 
orresponding period in 1905 .. | 646 894 836 1443 654 592 2672 
1904 .. | 659 | 1047 1030 1827 | 1065 970 4521 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Aug. 27. 1907. 
—-+ 
IRELAND. Week ended Aug 17, me. | 
Corresponding Week in 1905 ..] .. - 9 58 
Total for 33 weeks,1907 .. 1) 3 4} | .. | 189 93 | 1543 
1906 .. 3 5 | .. | 156 68 820 
Corresponding period in 1905 ..] 2 | | 120 | 1116 
1904 ..] 2 | 2 8 | 29 .. .. | 368 | 207 | 2793 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Aug. 22, 1907, 


Nor 


.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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officer of health” and the “clerk to the local authority,’ 
acting in conjunction, the privilege of paying compensa- 
tion for any errors of the veterinary officer, however, 
being reserved to the local authority. As illustrating 
the crudity of the measure, it may be noted that while 
the “veterinary officer of health” is referred to in the 
definition clause, and indeed in almost every clause of 
the Bill, no powers are taken for the appointment of 
such an officer. Further, although the Bill would estab- 
lish a new code of dairy regulations entirely at variance 
with the existing Dairies Orders, it does not repeal the 
existing provisions of the law. The Bill provides for 
penalties for consigning or selling the milk of any cow 
which is suffering from chronic wasting disease, disease 
of the udder, or ulceration of the teats. It provides 
that every one having in his possession a cow in milk 
which comes within any of these categories shall forth- 
with give notice of the fact to the clerk of the local 
authority of the district to which his milk is consigned, 
and shall not sell the milk of the cow without the per- 
mission in writing of the “ veterinary officer of health” 
for the district. Powers are taken for the framing of 
regulations for dairies by the Local Government Board. 
Cowsheds if in accordance with these regulations are to 
be licensed, the licence being renewable annually. The 
Bill would require every dairyman who consigns milk to 
another district to be registered by the local authority 
of that district, and no dairyman could consign milk to 
any district until the local authority of that district was 
satisfied that the conditions under which it had been 
produced conformed to the Act, and to any regulations 
made under the Act. No machinery, however. is pro- 
vided for enforcing this requirement. Under Clause 12 
the clerk of the local authority in which milk is pro- 
duced would be in the unfortunate position of being 
liable to a penalty of £10 if he did not convey to the 
clerk of the local authority of the district to which the 
milk was consigned certain information, as to cases of 
infectious disease, diseases amongst cows, and the sani- 
tary condition of dairies, which he would not possess, 
but which might be in the possession of the medical 
officer of health, “veterinary officer of health,” or sani- 
tary inspector, over whom he would have no control. 
The same unfortunate official, labouring under the same 
disability, would, whenever requested by the clerk to 
the second local authority, be required to furnish him 
with reports as to the health of persons employed at 
dairies, the health of the cows, and the sanitary condi- 
tion of dairies. The dairyman would be required to 
give every facility to the officers of the second local 
authority, or to anyone authorised by them, for the 
examination of persons, cows, or dairy premises ; but 
the sphere of the medical officer of health would be ex- 
pressly restricted to the examination of persons, the 
inquest into “sanitary arrangements and conditions” 
being specifically reserved to the sanitary inspector. 
The clerk to the local authority into whose district 
milk was sent might, without any authorisation from 
the local authority, institute legal proceedings against a 
dairyman for any alleged failure to comply with any of 
the requirements of the Act. The “ veterinary officer of 
health” of the district to which milk was consigned 
would be entrusted with full powers as to the disposal 
of cows suffering from chronic wasting disease, disease 
of the udder, or ulceration of the teats, and might, sub- 
ject to compensation, order the slaughter of cows in 
certain cases ; but no such powers would be conferred 
upon the “ veterinary officer of health ” of the district in 
which the dairy was situated. 

The time is fully ripe for legislation dealing with the 
conditions under which the milk supply of the country 
is produced, but the matter should be taken up by the 
Government and dealt with ina broad and statesmanlike 


manner, and not according to th d : 
Bill e crude methods of this 


A NEW TRACHEOTOMY TUBE. 
By Geo. E. Grsson, M.R.C.V.S., Oakham. 


This instrument is similar to the tubes at jeovent in 

egulating 
Valves which act mechanically, and regulate the amount 
or air admitted to the lungs, and prevent the choking 
or semi-suffocation which is such a drawback to tubed 


use, with the exception that it is fitted with 


horses. 


In the drawings, No. 1 shows the valves open as in 
inspiration, and No, 2 shows them closed as in expira- 
i The valves are so fitted that the expired air closes 


tion. 


the lumen of the tube, and passes through the larynx 
and nostrils in a natural way, thus doing away with the 
objectionable noise caused by the expired air being 
forced through the tube. 


“THE REGULATOR,” 1907. 


Oren 


CLOSED 


No. 2. 


The advantages claimed are :—- 

That it makes no noise at all in slow paces, and very 
little noise in fast paces, which is like the ordinary 
breathing ofa slight whistler. 

That it does not attract attention, as you cannot see 
the air passing through the tube. 

That it regulates the amount of air to the lungs, and 
allows the animal to breathe more naturally. 

That a horse does not get distressed after a sharp 
— as he does in the open tubes. 

A dummy tube (closed at each end) is supplied along 
with the Regulator for use in the stable, also an open 
tube for use immediately after the operation, and each 
part is interchangeable, so that the Regulator can 
applied without taking out the whole tube. 

The price for the Set of Tubes is £5 5s., and they are 
manufactured by Messrs. Arnold and Sons, West Smith- 
field, London. 
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THE VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


The Association held a general meeting at the Royal 
Veterinary College of Ireland on Tuesday, the 27th 
August, 1907, and had under discussion two papers 
written by Messrs. E. Wallis Hoare and Jas. McKenny 
on the subject of “The Proposed Annual Registration 
Fee.” After a full and lengthened discussion the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously passed : 

“That in the opinion of the Members of the Veteri- 
nary Medical Association of Ireland a new Veterinary 
Surgeons Act is necessary, one of the clauses in which 
should be an annual registration fee of one guinea.” 
Jas. McKenny, M.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


Personal. 

CuatMers.—On the 16th inst., at Heidelberg, Trans. 
vaal, South Africa, to James and Mabel Chalmers, a 
son. By cable. 

Mr. R. S. Reynotps, M.R.C.V.S., was one of the 
judges in the Horse Shoeing Competitions at the Lan- 
easter Agricultural Show, on Wednesday, 21st inst. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Aug. 27. 


ist Lire Guarps. 

Captain Conyers H. Hylton-Jolliffe from Army 
Veterinary Corps, to be Vet.-Captain, in succession to 
Vet.-Major John A. Meredith, retired on retired pay. 
Dated 28th August, 1907. 

ArMy VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Army Veterinary Staff.—Lieut.-Colonel Frederick W. 
Forsdyke, from Army Veterirary Corps to be Colonel. 
Dated 22nd Aug., 1907. 


Army VETERINARY Corps. 


The undermentioned to be Lieutenants. Dated 28th 

August, 1907 :— 

Francis Richard Kelly in succession to Major John T. 
Dibben, placed on retired pay. 

John William O’Kelly in succession to Capt. John A. 

_ Russell placed on temporary half pay. 

Edward Joseph Devine, in succession to Capt. Augustus 
. Williams, seconded for service with the Egyptian 
Army. 

Michael Patrick Walsh, vice Tylney Haigh, resigned. 

Edward Hearne, in succession to Capt. Conyers H. 
Hylron-Joliffe, transferred as Veterinary-Captain to 

__\st Life Guards, 

OBITUARY 


Lt.-Col. Tomas Fiintorr, D.S.O., A.V.S. late 2nd Life 
Guards. Graduated, New Edin: April, 1875 


Col. Flintoff died suddenly, at Felixstowe, on Saturday, 
24th Angust, at the age of 55. He was the son of Mr. 
Thomas Flintoff, of Scorton Grange, Yorkslfire, and 
Joined the Royal Artillery as a veterinary officer in 
1875. In 1878 he was transferred to the 8th Hussars, 
and served with them through the Afghan war. In 
1900 he was gazetted to the 2nd Life Guards, and served 
with them till he was promoted to be Lieut.-Colonel in 
1901. He received the D.S.O. for his services in the 
Boer war, and retired in 1904. 


Tuomas M.R.C.V.S., Navan. 
M Edin: April, 1872. 
Reilly (or O'Reilly) died on August 9. His age 
was 54 years, 


JoHN Lawrence, V.S.. Hi 
Aged 63 years High Street, Ware. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


TRANSMISSION OF DISEASE FROM ANIMALS 
TO MAN. 


Sir, 

I think the following extracts are too good to be missed. 
The fact is some persons were ill after attending an Agri- 
cultural Show. Who is this Dr. Collier ?—-Yours, etc., 

A PRACTITIONER. 


“Dr. Collier, Medical Officer of Health for Hammersmith, 
has made an official investigation of the cause of the mysteri- 
ous poisoning epidomic which followed Tutbury Horse 
Show. 

The illness was erroneously ascribed to the food at the 
food at the show; but the doctor finds that it was due to 
disease among the cows exhibited, and infectious from 
cattle to man and man to caitle. 

In many instances the patients had not eaten the food 
purchased at the show. There is direct evidence that the 
epidemic was due to zymotic disease among the cattle, as a 
man seized with the complaint was attacked with paralysis 
in the legs, which is one symptom in the cattle. In 
another case the cattle on a farm did not show the 
disease till after the owner had been suffering two or 
three days.”’ 


“To the Editor of the ‘* Burton Daily Mail.”’ 


Sir,—I am instructed by the Committee of the Tutbury 
Shire Horse Society to inform you that there is no disease 
of an epidemic or contagious nature among the cattle in the 
district, and this statement is borne out by the veterinary 
surgeon who examined the cattle at the Show. 

I have also the authority of Dr. Kildare Dobbs, Medical 
Officer of Health to the Tutbury District Council, to say 
that he entirely and emphatically disagrees with Dr. Col- 
lier’s theory, and that there is no evidence to support it, all 
the symptoms of the illness pcinting to food poisoning. Dr. 
Dobbs also states that Dr. Collier’s visit, so far as from 
being official, was undertaken entirely on his own respon- 
sibility and initiative. 

The whole matter has deen grossly exaggerated, and 
Dr. Collier’s theory is generally ridiculed in the district. 

Trusting you will give prominence to this letter.—I am, 
etc., 8S. G. Rats, Secretary.’’ 


‘*In view of the keen interest aroused in the recent cases 
of illness at Tutbury, a representative of The Burton Daily 
Mail to-day called upon Mr. G. Wartnaby, M.R.C.V.S., the 
well-known Burton veterinary surgeon, who kindly fur- 
nished us with his view of the theory that the epidemic was 
due to a new disease. 

It will be remembered that Dr. Collier, the Medical 
Officer of Health for Hammersmith, visited the district, 
and in a report, which we published, expressed himself as 
being forced to the conclusion that a disease hitherto un- 
heard of had attacked several of the residents, the sugges- 
tion being that the patients had caught the complaint 
from the animals on exhibition at the recent show of the 
Tutbury Shire Horse Society and Meynell Hunt. 

Mr. Wartnaby stated to our representative that after 
thirty years experience, he knew of no disease affecting 
cattle that could create an epidemic such as the one in 
question, and he could conceive of nothing much more im- 
probable than that at an exhibition a new disease should 
so suddenly develop in cattle, which, in a few hours, should 
be capable of communicating itself to the human subject, 
especially seeing that that exhibition was held in the 
open air. 

Coupling with Mr. Wartnaby’s opinion that of the veteri- 
nary surgeon officially engaged at the show, who certified 
that there was no illness during the Show, end the fact 
that there has been no epidemic amongst cattle in the 
neighbourhood since, it seems difficult to attribute the 
recent illness to such causes as outlined by the London 


doctor.’’ 
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Several communications are unavoidably held over. 
CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED.—Messrs. J.M. 
Irsonside, G. Mayall, Dr. Neitner, P. Wilson, W. 


Penhale (Holsworthy), J. McKenny. 
The Daily News, Zhe Rapid Magazine. 


Communications for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, M.R.C.v.5.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Care or Goop Horr V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. D. Hutcheon, m.k.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 


CentraL V.M.S. 
Pres. Major E.R.C. Butler, a.v.c., War Office, Whitehall 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.8.v.Vv.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square. Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


CentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


Crentrau V,A. oF TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. E. C. Winter, r.n.c.v.s., Limerick 
Hon. Sec. Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey, m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.R.c.v.s. 
Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. See. Mr. James Lowther 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres; Prin A. E. Mettam, R. V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon, Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m.R.¢.v.s., 
116 Stephens green-west, Dublin 
Hon. Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, ¥.x.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 


Lancasuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. H. Darwell, u.n.c.v.s., Northwich 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, .n.0.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LincounsHikE V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. T. W. Turner, m.nr.c.v.s., Sleaford 
ilon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. G. Lockwood, m.r.c.v.s., 
Peterborough 
. Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 


LiverPpoot University V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.R.8. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Liverpool 
Mectings, May, July, October, 
Vet. Assn. or Manirosa. 
Pres: Dr. W. E. Martin, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


res: Mr. F. J. Taylor, m.R.c.v.s., Moseley, Birmi 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.r.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High-st., West B i 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov 
Nationa, Vet. Association. 
Pres: Mr. R. Roberts, F.n.0.v.s., Tunbridge Wells 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s, 


NatronaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
DEFENCE Society. 

Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.B.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 

Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.c.v.8., 

Quay-street, Manchester 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, M.8.c.v.8. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


NortH or Enauanp V.M.A. 


Pres: Mr. J. Davidson, M.8.c.v.s8., 
Westgate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.R.c.v.s. 


25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nortu or V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. J. Ross, m.R.¢.v.s., Belfast 


Hon. Sec; Mr. J. Gregy, M.R.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. A. Thompson, r.r.c.v.s., Lurgan 
NortH or Scornanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.n.c.v.s., Alford, Aberdeen 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Elgin 
North Watues Y.M.A. 
Pres; Dr. G. J. Evans, m.8.c.v.s., Bangor 


Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C. Howatson, m.R.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province oF QueBec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. R. Porch, F.R.c.v.s., 

Star Road, West Kensington, S.W. 

Hon. Sec. &@ Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, r.n.0c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 

Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 


Royau Scortisn V.§, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.rx c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.n.c.v.s., Cupar, ifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, M.R.c.v.s. 

Assist. H.S. Mr, H. J. Allen 


Scortish Merroporitan V.M.S. 
Mr. John W. McIntosh, m.r.c.v.s., 
Eskbank. Dalkeith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.R,c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


South DurHam anp NortH V.M.A. 

Pres.: Mr. W. H. Blackburn, m.z.c.v.s., Barnard Castle 

Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SovuTHern Counties V.&. 
Pres: Mr. R. Roberts, F.n.c.v.s., Tunbridge Wells 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.x.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.n.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. M. Christy, m.n.c.v.s., a.P.v.s., Pretoria 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, m-n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Krugersdorp 


Pres: 


Hen. Sec: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., D.v.s., Potchefstroom 
Western Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. E. J. Thorburn, m.r.c.v.s., Okehampton 

Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.r.c.v.s., Bideford 


Hon. Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.x.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Weir, r.n.c.v.s., 24 Pollock. st., Glasgow 
Joint Hon. Secs: & Treasrs: 
Messrs. Hugh Begy and John R. McCall, Vety. Coll 
Me+ tings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
YorKsHIRE AssocraTION 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, r.n.c.v.s., Ramsden.st, Huddersfield 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. H. G. Bowes, m.R.c.v.3s., 


Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.0.v.s., Whitechapel, London. 


106 Clarendon-road, 
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